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A Message from the
President

A kazoo can put a smile on anyone’s
face. It’s a simple musical instrument
that anyone can play.

But behind every kazoo are many
hands, using complex machines to
assemble multiple parts that all work
together. Remove any piece of the
process, and the kazoo simply wouldn’t
work.

Because we make kazoos at the Original
Kazoo Company in Eden, | probably
think about these things more than
most. And I've realized that the kazoo is
a lot like SASI itself. What we do may
look simple from the outside, and it
certainly brings joy to many. But it takes
people, processes and partnerships to
make the magic happen.

Each of you matters - the people we
support, families, employees,
volunteers, donors, vendors, partners,
friends, and supporters. Thank you for
playing your part in the beautiful
symphony that is SASI. | hope you enjoy
learning about the achievements you
made possible in 2025.

Jeff Paterson
President & CEO
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2025 SASI Foundation Grants

Grant Amount Program Project

SureHands Lift

$957 High Motor

Hurdles
replacement

Derby Day , .
B
$7,81O Hab Window Blinds
North
$1,172 Blossom Patio Furniture
IRA
Elliott
Walkway and
$11,849 Woods
Shelter
Apartments
$1,172 Porterville Patio Furniture
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2025 Revenue and Expenses

Revenue Government Revenue $49,727,747 83.98%
\ HUD $56,605 0.10%
Subcontract Sales $3,314,465 5.60%
Program Participant Fees $3,131,389 5.29%
Clinic 3rd Party Reimbursement $401,721 0.68%
& Investments $1,273,459 2.15%
® Government Revenue
et Contributions $922,057 1.56%
= Subcontract Sales
Program Participant Fees Gain on Disposal of Assets $292,412 0.49%
® Clinic 3rd Party Reimbursement .
Miscellaneous $97,276 0.16%
B Investments
» Contributions Total Revenues $59,217,131
® Gain on Disposal of Assets
® Miscellaneous
Personal Services $37,604,071 65.27%
Fringe Benefits $9,258,174 16.07%
Professional Fees $493,747 0.86%
Supplies $1,845,732 3.20%
Utilities $933,065 1.62%
Building Maintenance $1,254,717 2.18%
. Leased Facilities $568,015 0.99%
® Personal Services
= Fringe Benefits Insurance $658,010 1.14%
= Professional Fees
) Equipment Expense $1,409,849 2.45%
« Supplies
= Utilities Individual & Staff Transportation $1,915,049 3.32%
s Building Maintenance
Workshop Expense $643,775 1.12%
B Leased Facilities
® Insurance Interest Expense $50,300 0.09%
= Equipment Expense Lo
Depreciation Expense $581,206 1.01%
Net DefiCit/SUI'ph,lS’ Miscellaneous Expense $395,772 0.69%
$1,605,649 Total Expenses $57,611,482




Thank You to our 2025 Donors!

Individual Donors

Angela Abram
Melinda Ackley
Charlene Altman
Gregg Altman
Rebecca Amadori
Mark Andol
Vanessa Andrews
Anthony Annunziato
Penny Armitage
Karen Arrison
David and Kim Aston
Brian Attea
Mildred Austin
Elizabeth Axtell
Don and Carol Bach
Susan Baich
Samuel and Joy Baker
Karen Bald
Mark and Kathleen Balus
Vincent Bamrick
Mary Barca
Katherine Barone
Amy Bartek
Elena Bautista
Anthony Beck
Joan Beddome
Christel Beers
Dawn Benty
Krystal Bernhard
Mackenzie Bernhard
Patricia Bethin
Halie Beyer
Francine Biddle
Kevin Biddle
Janet Bielecki
Eric Biggie
Megan Bischof
Charlene Bissinger
Rosa Bitnun
Shauna Blake

Stacey and Jason Blatner
Philip Blatner
Richard Blatner
Cord Bleekman
Joseph Blowers
Michael and Polly Boldt
Gary Bond
Andy Bonerb
Shannon Bove
Michael Brady
Leslie Bratek
Gary and Darleen Braunscheidel
Donald and Deanna Briggs
Krista Brown
Katie Brown
Mary Brown
Melody Bucci
Gerry Bucholtz
David Buckley
Marion Bulson
Anthony Burchalewski
Karen Burger
Lindsay Burkhalter
Kelly Burlingame
Elizabeth Bystrak
Domenica Cala
Melissa Camus
Debbie Cantie
James Carney
Amy Carr
Jeanne Carr
Al Carroccia
Sandy Carroccia
Lindsay Caulfield
Lisa Chaney
Christina Chatham
John Chauby
Barbara Chur
Maureen Chur
Cheryl Cislo

Bridget Ciupek
Patrick and Laura Clark
Brian Clayback
Lisa Colangelo
Emily Compton
Michelle Connolly-Pachan
Timothy Conroy
Mark Coppola
Linda Cowan
Phillip Coyle
Lance Crawford
Sharon Crowell
Shawn Cunningham
Bethe Curry
Karen Czarnecki
Chris Czechowski
Melissa Czerwinski
Lisa Czora
Tracy Dailey
Crystal Damiani
Sharon Danahy
Andrea Darcy
Paul Dark
Edward and Kateri Davis
John and Noreen Davis
Tracy De Rosa-Witman
Mary Beth Debus
Amanda Desjarlais
Karen Devine
Larry Dewein
Rachel Dibble
Steve Dietz



Thank You to our 2025 Donors!

Individual Donors

Candice Dinse
Dennis DiPaolo
Melissa Dirmyer
Dolores Dober
Theresa Dodd
Laura Dodge
Macey Doe
Audra Doering
Kathleen Doering
Steven Downing
Ken Drummond
Richard Dubay
Betty Dubose
Brian Duggan
Nadia Dunford
Karan Durkin
Kathleen Dyson
Michelle Dziamski
Kelly Eggleston
Andrew Ellis
Sawyer Ellis-Williams
Christine Erhardt
Sean Estrada
Gil Farkash
Emily Farr
Tom Farr
Maria Fegeley
Timothy Feraldi
Joyce Ferger
Ann Ferris
Tanya Filighera
Michelle Fischer
Kevin and Candice Flaherty
Lauren Floss
Latasha Forbes
Bryan and Catherine Ford
Catherine Ford
Tony Formato
Sharon Fortuna
Michelle Fortunato

Taylor Fox-Spaich
Bradley France
Elizabeth Franklin
Paul Franklin
Erin Fransen
Rhonda Frederick
Carol Friedrich
Jillian Fuller
Rachael Fuller
Dolores Gajewski
Stanley Galus
Nadine Gardner
Carly Gasz
Michael Gates
Alexis Gawor
Tom Geisendorfer
Alanna Gentner
Andrew Gerace
Nicole Gerard
Sherri and Joseph Gerardi
Cindy Gerow
Daniel Gestwick

Timothy and Kathleen Gilchrist

Elizabeth Girome
Chelsea Grabowski
Elaine Gramaglia
Terry Green
Kristin Gregory
Danny Gretzler
Kerri Griebner
Mikey Grisanti
Kristen Grosso
Stacey Gura
Sandra Gursslin-Bigham
Suzanne Guyton
Tammy Guzewich
Amanda Gynan
Cheri Hahn
Denise Hall
Karen Hamp

Sandra Hamp-Lane-Mortensen

Max Happyfeet
Tracy Hark
Mark Harper
Dan Harsch
Joesph Hart
Karen Harter
Steven Harts
Judy Hartzell
Elizabeth Hassett
Fayda Hathaway
Earl Hattenberger
Sue Hawkins
William Hawthorn
Trevor Hayes
Deborah Heckmann
Jennifer Held
Michelle Helmich
Clarissa Hennegan
Jill Hennig
Lawrence Herring
Carol Hevers
Vanessa Hines
Gail Holler-Kennedy
Elizabeth Homola
Megan Howard
Shannon Hrynczak
Mary Huber
Wendy Huffman
Maya Hu-Morabito
Samantha Hunter
Brandi Hurtubise
Kellie Hussar
William Inchuk
Marilyn Interisano
Savanna Jaekle
David Jarett
John Jasulevich
Emily Jaworski
Joey Lynn Jaworski



Thank You to our 2025 Donors!

Individual Donors

Michael Jaworski
Mary Jaworski
Robert Jaworski
Sharon Jeffery
Kevin Jimerson
Wayne Johnsen
Jillian Johnson
Lodema Jones
Karen Jordan
Kathleen Joyce
Mike Jungier
Michael Jungier
Pamela Kaminski
Lily Kane
Deborah Kassirer
Lauralyn Kaszubowski
Barbara Kauffman
Theresa Kazmierczak
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Michelle Keem
Alexander Kelly
Lynn Kelly
Beth Kerley
Penny Kernehan
Casey Keuthan
Margaret Keye
Karen Keyes
Wendy Kibler
Sarah Kieffer
Shannon Kielich
Richard Kingston
Patrick Kinmartin
Amanda Kinmartin
Kelly Kirkpatrick
Kevin Klein
David Klever
Kelsey Klindt
Joseph and Mary Knarr
Marlene Knewasser
Kimberly Knuth

Sheri Kohlman
Joanne Kostrzewa
Alice Kozen
Molly Kozminski
Rick Kramer
Karen Kreeft
Matt and Kerri Krueger
Warren Krutchick
Dennis Kruzynski
Kateri Kuppel
Ted Kuzniarek
Corina Labin
Kathleen Lahrs
Jessica Elliott
Jean Landahl
Colin Lander
Jim Lane
Renee LaRusch
Mark and Jill Laufer
Thomas Lavey
Andrea Law
Heather Lawrence
John Leach
Joe Leber
Diane Lee
Brenda Lehrman
Melissa Lingenfelter
Alex Lis
Mike Lombardo
William Long
Anthony Lutz
Adair Maclver
Taylor Maggio
Amanda Makowski
Jordan Maliken
Katrina Malinowski
Beverly Mallon
Earl Malone
Susan Manning
Linda Manth

Alexis Manuel
Paul Marchewka
Mark Marcin
David Mariani
Jeffrey Markello

Vincent and Joan Mastandrea

Barbara Mathews
Connor Mattingly
Angel Maund
Iwona Maxick
Jon Maybray
Jeremy McAfee
Ryan McCann
George McConnaughey
Sharon McCormick
Daniel McGuire
Noreen McGuire
Doreen McLaughlin
Melinda Mellon
Andrea Mellon
Elaine Mendrysa
Susan Mentecki
Christian Mercurio
Monica Mercurio
Donna Messenger-Karwick
Janet Metz
Lawrence Mietus
Aaron Mikolajek
Jessica Milazzo
Colleen Militello
David Militello
Jackie Miller
Dale Miller
Marjorie Miller
Debra Milleville
Tobias Mojor
Jack Montondo
Julie Mooney
Karen Moore
Jenna Morgan



Thank You to our 2025 Donors!

Individual Donors

Christopher Morrison
Kimberly Morrison
Kathryn Moss
Rochelle Moss
Anna Mucha
Gretchen Mullen
Grace Murphy
Amanda Nadolinski
Amy Nagy
Rod Nagy
Shannon Nasca
Deborah Naylor
Shirley Nicaise
Joseph Nichols
Ann Nicholson Wright
Amy Nirelli
Melissa Nirelli
Carolyn Norton
Gregory Norton
Suzanne Novelli
Donna Obrien
Kevin and Mary O'Brien
Leigh O'Connell
Lindsay OConnor
Michael O'Connor
Linda O'Donnell
Kevin OLeary
Roseann Oleksy
Abe Omerhodzic
Ahmet Omerhodzic
Gloria Oneill
Patrick O'Neill
Rich Osmon
Charmaine Owens
Vince Pagetto
Joseph and Jan Pantano

Cheryl and Gerald Paradise

Samantha Parlato
Emma Parson
Nate Parsons

Jeff and Michele Paterson
Gerald and Kathleen Patterson
Sylvia Pawlitschek
Jessica Pcionek
Jessica Peck
Jill Peckingham
June Peckingham
Zan Peckingham
Julie Pecoraro
Christina Pelc
Richard Penfold
Daniel Perez
Jennifer Perryman
John Peters
Michael Petitti
Maureen Piasecki
Jessica Piatek
Lacey Pierce

Arthur and Rosemary Pietraszewski

Dave Pietrowski
Bonnie Pittner
Lucy Pitts
Ashly Place
Melanie Pokigo
Melanie Pokigo
Thomas Polisoto
Shannon Price
Heather Principe
Mary Jo Pruski
Amanda Przylucki
Larry and Susan Purtell
Camille Putnam
Matthew Rabin
Jake Reed
Ami Reiner
Connor Reinlander
Cortney Relyea
Peter Reszka
Teresa Rhodes
Karen Rider

Katie Riggs
Mary Ellen Robb
Henry Roberts
Rebekah Robinson
Edward Robinson
Joseph Robinson
Auntionette Rodolph
Debbie Rogers
Peggy Rogers
Zachary Rojek
Chris Roller
Brittany Rowell
Stefanie Ruch
Linda Ruisi Leiter
Mary Ruminski
Bridgette Rupp
Jennifer Ruth
Kenneth and Nancy Sable
Stephanie Sagona
Frank Salamone
Joseph Salamone
Mary-Ann Salamone
Jason Santiago
Will Saperston
Dan Scepkowski
Lisa Scepkowski
Michael Schaffstall
Darlene Scheck
Kristen Schilling
Mark Schlesinger
Mary Jo Schlierf
Kimberly Schmelzinger
James and Elizabeth Schmitt
Amy Schmitt-Kingston
Florence Schneider
Justin Schosek
Marilyn Schumacher
Corinne Schunke
Katrina Schunke
Donna Schweitzer



Thank You to our 2025 Donors!

Individual Donors

Jane Seiler
Katherine Serbert
Jeffrey Sereno
Caitlin Sestokas
Ann Seward
Marybeth Shaw
Joseph Shaw llI
Brendan Shea
Maureen Shea
Kathryn Shelley
Wendy Sherwood
lan Shorthousee
Aaron Shrauger
Janet Shrauger
Robert Shutt
Lisa Siemer Harvey
Shelia Siragusa
Patrick Sisti
Emma Smith
Tonya Smith
Ronald and Sandra Smyntek
Paul Snyder IV
Jariot Spicer
Glenda Sprague
Barbara Stahl
Amber Stasio
MacKenzie Steinwandel
Meg Stevens
Lisa Stevenson
Jeanette Stone
Amanda Strianese
Cynthia Sullivan
Brandon Sullivan
Brittany Sullivan
Tiffany Surowy
Anthony Sylka
Paul Synor
Bonnie Szczepanski
Laurie Taber
Emma Taylor

James Tegeder
Rebecca Terhune
Peggy Tessmer
Robert and Cynthia Theurer
Darlene Thompson
Jean Tigue
Andrea Todaro
Marie Todoro
Anthony Tomasula
Douglas and Teresa Tone
Richard Tone
Tracy and Kevin Tone
Matthew Tonello
Jill Tout
Jon Triftshauser
Jennifer Tuberdyck
Jill Turcharelli
John Urtel
Jennifer Usiak
Kim Valachos
Karen Vance
Madison Vanderlip
David Verstraete
Elaine Verstraete
Steven Verstraete
Christa Vidaver
Kimberly Wagner
Lillian and Howard Wallace
John Wallace
Miriam Walsh
Robert Walter
Daniel Ward
Stephanie Waris
Chris Warner
Thomas Warner
Carmen Warner
Carolyn Warren
Shandra Watkins
Kevin Weber
Laura Weber

Ryan Weber
David and Dea Ann Wehling
Douglas Welker
Peggy Welker
Madison Whalen
Tammy Whalen
Kimberly Wheeler
Harold and Sandra Whistler
Amanda Wieczorek
Amanda Wilcox
Mary Wilkinson
Scott Wilkinson
Courtney Willet
Joseph Wilson
Kathleen Winkey
Beverly Winter
Alexia Witt
Bill Wlodarczyk
Deb Wojciechowski
Kyle Wojciechowski
Carolyn Wolfram
Stephen Woloszyn
Sarah Wong
John and Penelope Wurtz
Jason Wyatt
Steven Yekich
Tammy Yekich
Alan Zak
Nick Zakowicz
Michelle Zeches O'Neil
Mary Zemla
Denise Zgoda
Jade Zgoda
Douglas Zimmerman



Thank You to our 2025 Donors!

Business Donors

Aurora Liquor
Gallagher Insurance
llio DiPaolo's Restaurant
Leo's Pizzera
Mighty Taco
Bach's Towing
Barclay Damon LLP
Collins Advisors
Copier Fax Business Technologies
EFPR Group
Fenton Mobility Products Inc.
Gestwick Recruitment Solutions
Good Carbon Co.
HDE Electric Inc.
Independent Health
Kelly for Kids Foundation
Life Safety Integrated Systems Inc
Long Associates Architects
M&T Bank
National Fuel Gas Company Foundation
Orchard Park Pediatrics
Parkview Health Services
Philadelphia Insurance
PPS Pension & Financial Services
Sakowski & Markello, LLP
Saperston Real Estate Corp.
Spot of Tee
St. Mary's High School
United Methodist Women
Upstate Pharmacy
Western New York FCU
WindsorTurner
WNY Federal Credit Union

In-Kind Donors

BUSINESS IN-KIND

Aurora Liquor
Buffalo Bisons
Gallagher Insurance
llio DiPaolo’s Restaurant
Leo’'s Pizzera
Mighty Taco
West Herr Auto Group

INDIVDUAL IN-KIND

Stacey Blatner
Chris Czechowski
Amanda Gynan
Karen Jordan
Lynn Kelly
Jeff and Michele Paterson
Larry and Susan Purtell
Dan Scepkowski

Stephen Woloszyn



2025 Grants SASI| Received

KE,-I&:SLY K‘elly Drive Movir\g $7,500
FOUNDATION Miracles Renovations
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SourceAmerica® Regulatory Compliance $25,000
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Community Support
Services

Non-certified Community Apartments

The Ennio Cerquetti and Elliott Woods apartment buildings each have twelve single
apartment units available for rent to people diagnosed with a disability. These units
provide affordable, accessible housing in a community with a variety of resources
and access to public transportation. Elliott Woods experienced one tenant move out
in December 2025 and that unit was quickly filled by January 2026. Ennio Cerquetti
did not have any tenant movement in 2025.

The facilities team and property manager worked together throughout 2025 to
identify and complete updates to several of the units throughout including upgrades
to flooring, wall repair/painting, and appliances. In addition, through support from
the SASI Foundation, a new accessible outdoor space was developed for the tenants
to utilize throughout the year. This project includes pouring concrete walkways and
foundation for an outdoor shelter. While the majority of work for this project was
completed throughout the summer and fall of 2025, the final touches to the

structure will be made in spring 2026.




Community Support
Services

Support Brokerage

Through the use of self-direction people have access to a variety of unique
opportunities that fit their lives and allow them to coordinate their supports.
Support Brokers assist people with service planning decisions, identifying
appropriate staff, and ensuring that the person’s budget is meeting their needs.

At the end of 2025 the Support Broker team at SASI was providing services to
179 people, which is an increase of 56 people enrolled throughout the year.

This team continues to thoughtfully reevaluate staffing structures to ensure we’re
supporting as many people as possible while maintaining quality service
provision. The Support Broker team anticipates further growth and development
in 2026!

The Housing Subsidy Program

Funded by the New York State Office for People with Developmental Disabilities,
the Housing Subsidy Program provides financial assistance to people
transitioning from a certified setting, family home, or require financial assistance
to live independently in the community.

This financial assistance is provided through monthly subsidies that can be used
toward either rent or mortgage costs. Through this program we are also able to
process requests for transition stipends that provide funding for various housing
essentials such as furniture and appliances.

This program continues to steadily grow and provided support to an additional
17 new enrollments throughout 2025.



Community Support
Services

Community Respite Programs

Traditional In-Home Respite, Agency Supported Self-Directed (ASSD) Respite,
and Recreation Respite continue to provide vital caregiver relief and meaningful
support to families in the community.

Traditional and ASSD In-Home Respite offer personalized support to people in
their homes and communities, allowing primary caregivers time to rest and
recharge from caregiving and supervision responsibilities. Recreation Respite
provides engaging, group-based opportunities through planned outings and
activities designed to foster socialization and community inclusion. This program
intentionally creates opportunities for people to connect with peers while
participating in integrated, interest-based activities across the community.

Enrollment increased across all community respite programs, with Recreation
Respite delivering more units of service in 2025 than in any previous year,
highlighting both growing demand and program success.

Community Habilitation Programs

Traditional Community Habilitation, ASSD Community Habilitation, and
Community Habilitation-R (CH-R) support people living in the community by
helping them develop and maintain the skills needed to live as independently as
possible.

Participants work one-on-one with Community Support Professionals to build
skills in key areas such as household management, financial planning, social
development, and community safety. These supports are individualized to reflect
each person’s goals, interests, and abilities.

Community Habilitation-R (CH-R) provides additional support to people living in
certified residential settings. Through CH-R, participants work alongside
residential staff on goals related to increasing independence within the home and
broader community. People also access volunteer opportunities and community
outings tailored to their interests and skill levels, while receiving appropriate
support and supervision from trained staff.
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28 Years of
High Hurdles

High Hurdles reached its 28" year
this year, and what a year we had!
The main spotlight of our year
was the addition of Lothlorien to
SASI, and the partnership it has
created for High Hurdles. Staff
between the locations were able
to collaborate about lesson
planning, share knowledge and
spark ideas about the futures of
the programs.

High Hurdles welcomed several new horses this year, Hank, Dreamer and Dottie,
as well as saying goodbye to Chance and retiring Indy. We had more facility
improvements this year including two hay huts, a maintenance shed moved to
the barn, smaller equipment/lesson tool upgrades. We continued to build on the
momentum of our previous events and added a Chicken BBQ/Square Dance
event that was a lot of fun.

This year, we supported 75 unduplicated riders, providing 1,015
individual lesson hours throughout the season, an increase again for a
third year in a row.

We are looking forward to even more outreach and opportunities for the
community in the coming year, and thankful for what 2025 brought us!
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Cherapeutic Riding Cencer, Inc.

Strengthening a 42-Year Legacy Through Partnership

2025 marked an exciting new chapter for Lothlorien Therapeutic Riding Center (LTRC). In
June, Lothlorien officially became an affiliate of SASI, uniting two organizations that share a
deep commitment to empowering people through therapeutically based equine activities.

The affiliation, approved by both Boards of Directors, took effect on June 28, 2025, ensuring
the continuation of Lothlorien’s mission: to assist people in developing their highest potential
through therapeutic riding. Just as importantly, the partnership preserves what makes
Lothlorien so special to the community. The center retains its name, its experienced
instructors, and its scenic 10-acre property on Reiter Road in the Town of Aurora—maintaining
continuity for riders, families, staff, and volunteers.

SASI was uniquely positioned to offer long-term stability and expanded support, building on
its established equine programming at High Hurdles Therapeutic Riding Center in Sardinia.
With shared expertise and infrastructure, the affiliation opens the door to sustainable growth
while honoring the traditions that have defined Lothlorien for more than four decades.

“This partnership ensures that Lothlorien’s legacy will continue to thrive,” said outgoing
Lothlorien Board Chair Kathleen Miller. “We are grateful that SASI has the knowledge, capacity,
and commitment to keep Lothlorien strong and active for many years to come.”

Oversight of both equine programs now falls under Shelby Dytschkowskyj, Director of Equine
Assisted Services, who has successfully led High Hurdles since 2021. Shelby brings firsthand
experience with Lothlorien’s operations, having worked closely with the program over the past
year and a half.

“This transition represents a meaningful step forward,” Dytschkowskyj shared. “Lothlorien’s
impact goes far beyond riding—it’s about the people, the horses, and the connections that
change lives. I’'m honored to help carry that forward.”

As SASI| and Lothlorien move ahead together, the focus remains clear: preserving a trusted
program, expanding opportunities for riders with disabilities, and ensuring that therapeutic
riding continues to enrich lives across the community for generations to come.



Moving Miracles

27 Seasons of Moving Miracles!
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Moving Miracles dance studio celebrated its 27" season, but first full season at their
new location on Kelly Drive! In May 2025, Moving Miracles hosted its annual recital
with a “Lets Get Down to Business” theme and first ever solo showcase! Both the
recital and solo showcase were a huge success and the studio is looking forward to
continuing to host solo showcases in future seasons!

Throughout the 2024-2025 dance season, the studio cultivated a variety of
opportunities to participate in community functions and form exciting
collaborations! Moving Miracles was invited to perform again at the Make
Lemonaide fundraiser in the spring of 2025. In addition, the dance instructors held
monthly classes at the Center for Handicap Children to increase the studio’s
outreach efforts. The studio also offered a variety of drop-in style classes
throughout the summer to keep dancers engaged and allowed people to try
different types of dance and exercise programming.

In total the 2024-2025 dance season provided 3,912 units of service,
which is an increase of 789 units from the 2023-2024 dance season. In
addition, 99 units of service were provided throughout the summer
session which is an increase of 14 units from the previous year.

The studio has 126 dancers enrolled in the current
season and is working to build new class
opportunities! Several of the Dance Instructors are
currently participating in DrumFit and Yoga
certification courses. The studio team, dancers,
and their families are all excited for new class
offerings and additional opportunities being
developed at Moving Miracles throughout 2026!




Community Support
Services

2025 Year End Total Enrolliment

Community Habilitation 9 3
(Tradition, ASSD, CH-R)

Community Habilitation 52
(Tradition, ASSD, CH-R)

The Housing Subsidy Program 78
(Subsidies & Stipends)

Elliott Woods (Uncertified 11
housing)
Ennio Cerquetti (HUD 12
subsidized)

Support Brokerage 1 79




Day Programs

In 2025, Day Services supported participants at our ElIma, East Aurora,
Angola, Derby, Cheektowaga, Sardinia, and Yorkshire locations.

Participants enjoyed meaningful community experiences including City Hall
walking tours, the annual Buffalo Bisons game, visits to Explore & More,
Moving Miracles, Letchworth State Park for picnics, the Burchfield Penney
Art Center, sunflower field trips, 7-Eleven Slurpee Day, and frequent coffee
outings — a crowd favorite!

We proudly completed Lauren’s Walkway, an accessible sensory nature
trail at our Elma site. Participants can enjoy the gazebo and interactive
sensory features, creating an inclusive outdoor space for all.

Construction began at our East Aurora site to enhance program space and
create a new workspace for our Supported Employment Department.
Construction is projected to be complete by Spring 2026.




Community Prevocational

Services

Offered in East Aurora, Cheektowaga,
Derby, and Sardinia, this program
blends classroom learning with real-
world work experiences. Volunteer
partnerships include:

FeedMore WNY, American Legion,
Goodwill Industries, Astronics
Corporation, Evangola State Park, and
the East Aurora Classic Ice Rink to name
a few.

SASI Community Prevocational services
embarked on a new journey last year,
and began producing and selling
artisan soaps.

Participants sold handmade soaps
weekly at the East Aurora Farmer’s
Market and through pop-up events,
building marketing, money handling,
and social skills.
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2025 Highlights




SASI| Opened New
Facility in Cheektowaga

The new location houses a new day hab, clinic, and
Moving Miracles Dance Studio!

In 2025, SASI marked a significant milestone with the opening of its newest facility on Kelly Drive
in the Town of Cheektowaga. The grand opening, held on June 4, celebrated the consolidation
of several key SASI programs under one roof, creating a more integrated and accessible
environment for the people the organization supports.

The new facility houses SASI’'s day program, clinic services, and the Moving Miracles Dance
Studio. This move follows the sale of the former West Seneca Day Hab on Indian Church Road to
the SPCA and the relocation of both the day program and Moving Miracles from their previous
sites. SASI President and CEO Jeff Paterson noted the strategic vision behind the consolidation,
emphasizing the benefits of having these services in a single, purpose-designed space.

Moving Miracles Loved the Move!

Moving Miracles staff and participants have expressed enthusiasm about the improved
atmosphere of the new studio, highlighting features such as natural lighting, fresh air, and the
uplifting proximity to the Kelly Drive DayHab, which fosters a stronger sense of community and
connection.

The facility’s transformation was made possible through funding secured by former New York
State Assemblymember Monica Wallace, supporting critical remodeling efforts. Early feedback
from the people SASI supports has been overwhelmingly positive, with many expressing how
much they value and enjoy the new space!

June 4, 2025
Ribbon-Cutting




2025 Golf
Tournament

Driving Impact on the Green

On June 20, 2025, SASI’s Annual Golf Tournament brought our community
together for a memorable day at Harvest Hill Golf Course—uniting golfers,
sponsors, and supporters around a shared commitment to empowering people
with disabilities across Western New York.

Thanks to the generosity of everyone involved, the 2025 tournament was our
most successful to date, raising more funds than ever before. From friendly
competition on the course to a celebratory dinner and awards ceremony, the day
was filled with connection, purpose, and gratitude.

Every swing, sponsorship, and raffle ticket helped strengthen SASI programs and
services, proving once again that when our community comes together,
meaningful impact follows.
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2025 SASI Bash at
Buffalo Riverworks

On September 6, 2025, SASI’s Rally on the River VIP Bash at
Buffalo RiverWorks once again delivered an unforgettable
celebration while advancing our mission, serving as the
premier kick-off event for the 2025-2026 football season. i 28
Hosted along the iconic Buffalo River, this signature :
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fundraiser welcomed more than 3,000 guests and “‘
proudly served as the Official After Party for the
Fourth Annual Mafia Boat Parade. ' X




The event brought together supporters,
partners, and the greater Buffalo community for
an energetic day that showcased the power of
connection, celebration, and collective impact.

SASI proudly introduced the “Rally on the River” VIP Bash Experience, elevating the event
experience for our most dedicated supporters. Ticketed VIP guests enjoyed exclusive access
to the upper deck at RiverWorks - the premier viewing location for the boat parade, along
with a VIP-only bar, curated food offerings, and a commemorative gift. Event sponsors were
treated to a private Gold VIP experience, featuring exclusive patio access and sweeping
views of the Buffalo River and parade, creating a memorable and engaging opportunity for
sponsor recognition and stewardship.

The SASI Bash featured live music, local food, community vendors, and a basket raffle,
ensuring there was something for everyone to enjoy. Beyond the festivities, the event
played a vital role in supporting SASI’'s programs and services, reinforcing the generosity
and passion of the Buffalo community. The 2025 SASI Bash not only celebrated the
start of football season - it strengthened partnerships, expanded awareness, and
helped fuel SASI’'s continued impact throughout Western New York.

Together
we raised
nearly

$25,000!
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A Legacy That Hums

SASI| Honored by the Buffalo Music Hall of Fame
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In 2025, SASI struck a truly joyful note. The Original Kazoo Company,

owned and operated by SASI, was inducted into the Buffalo Music Hall
of Fame. For an instrument built on inclusivity, simplicity, and fun, the

honor couldn’t have been more fitting.

The big news dropped in July at a press conference at the Buffalo
History Museum, where the Original Kazoo Company was announced as
an inductee of the Hall of Fame’s Class of 2025. By October, the
celebration hit full volume at Samuel’s Grande Manor, marking a

milestone nearly 120 years in the making.

As the oldest, and now only metal kazoo factory in the world, the Eden-
based operation was celebrated not just for its history, but for what it

represents today: innovation, community pride, and a whole lot of heart.
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The story quickly spread across regional
media outlets. The East Aurora Bee,
Spectrum News, WIVB, The Buffalo News,
and Buffalo Spree highlighted the factory’s
remarkable past, and its powerful present
which consists of 30 adults with disabilities
who hand-assemble, finish, and inspect every
kazoo using century-old machinery. They are
earning paychecks, mastering skills, and
taking pride in work that resonates far
beyond the factory walls.

For SASI, this honor was about
more than music history.

It was proof that meaningful employment,
creativity, and opportunity can take center
stage. The kazoo became a symbol of
what’s possible when people are
empowered to shine.

As we look ahead, the Buffalo Music Hall of
Fame induction stands out as a defining
moment of 2025. Every kazoo that hums
carries more than a tune. It carries a story
of purpose, possibility, and a mission that
continues to make joyful noise throughout
our community.




2025 Founder’s Award
Breakfast & Staff Awards

The 2025 Founder’'s Award Breakfast celebrated the dedication, compassion, and resilience
that define SASI’'s workforce. The event emphasized that the heart of SASI remains its people.
Employees were recognized not only for extraordinary moments of heroism, but also for the

daily commitment, integrity, and care that sustain high-quality supports across the agency.

A central theme of the program was recognizing staff who rise up when it matters most. The
Respected Rescuers award honored employees whose calm, decisive actions in emergency
situations saved lives, reinforcing the importance of training, composure, and willingness to
act. This theme of courage and professionalism was further highlighted through regional and
state recognitions, including Brianna Deck’s selection as the Western Region DSP Award
winner for her response to an apartment fire.

The presentation underscored SASI’s evolving culture through the B.l.G. Awards—Belonging,
Integrity, and Growth—which reflect the organization’s core values and its commitment to
inclusion, trust, and leadership development. New award categories such as Fire & Ice, Magic
Maker, and Quiet Hero expanded recognition to those whose steady problem-solving,
positivity, and behind-the-scenes contributions often go unseen but are essential to the
agency’s success.

The program concluded with the 2025 Founder’s Award, honoring the legacy of SASI’s
founders—parents whose determination and vision created opportunity where none existed.
This year’s recipient, Mindi Mellon, exemplified that legacy through innovation, advocacy, and
tireless service to both the people SASI supports and the wider community. Her work
transforms ideas into meaningful opportunities that build skills, confidence, and inclusion.

Together, the 2025 awards celebration reinforced a shared message: SASI’s strength lies in
the everyday actions of its staff, whose compassion, creativity, and commitment continue to
move the mission forward.



Maker AWARD

2025 Founder’é Award
- Breakfast & Staff Awards Photos




2025 Staff Award
Recipients

FOUNDER’S AWARD 2025

Mindi Mellon
Fire & Ice Award Magic Maker Award Quiet Hero Award
Amy Schadt
Jennifer Gallaway Bridgette Zittel
Jade Zgoda Kevin Ramos Deb Cantie
Todd VanSon

Belonging Award Integrity Award Growth Award

Becca Smith Felicia Ploetz Jessica Schwartz

Respected Rescuers

Adam Bitnun Becca Swatsworth
Dana Selmensberger Darlene Rogers Erin Hoelscher

Mindi Mellon

Kristie Kendall

Jessalyn Benning

Miranda Bemis Ray Wilkey Renee Fleckenstein

Brianna Deck

Vito Maraschiello

Tami Marsh




Community Business Incubator

Reimagining Opportunity in Sardinia

SASI launched its Community Business Incubator in
2025 at the Lois Jackson Center in Sardinia, marking
an important milestone in the organization’s
continued shift toward innovative, community-based
employment opportunities for the people we
support.

For many years, Sardinia was home to SASI’s only
remaining site-based prevocational program. As
service models across New York State have evolved,
and the needs and goals of participants have
changed, SASI concluded that program and
reimagined the space to better support inclusion, skill
development, and real-world business experience.
The incubator provides training and meeting space
alongside opportunities for small enterprises to grow,
creating stronger connections between SASI, local
entrepreneurs, and the broader community. This
approach reflects SASI’'s commitment to
forward-thinking, outcomes-driven services that
promote independence and meaningful participation.

A Proven Anchor: SASI Soap

At the heart of the incubator is SASI Soap, a successful initiative that now serves as the program’s
anchor. The project began as a simple idea and became a thriving operation because of the
leadership of Mindi Mellon, Team Leader with Sardinia Day Habilitation.

Mindi transformed the concept into a true small-business experience by providing initial materials
and equipment. She involved participants in every step of production - fostering pride,
responsibility, and skill development. Her continued commitment, including weekly early-morning
participation at the East Aurora Farmer’s Market, helped establish SASI Soap as a visible and
sustainable community venture. SASI| extends sincere appreciation to Mindi Mellon for her
creativity, dedication, and entrepreneurial leadership. Her work exemplifies how staff innovation
can drive meaningful organizational change.

As the incubator continues to evolve, SASI staff at the Sardinia site remain central to this effort,
providing continuity, encouragement, and leadership as new opportunities emerge.

The launch of the Sardinia Community Business Incubator represents SASI’s mission in action—
evolving with purpose, strengthening community partnerships, and creating inclusive pathways to
meaningful work.



Reunited at Last: Teddy and
Cindy’s Story

In August 2025, when 83-year-old
Theodore “Teddy” Clark moved into the
SAS/I’s Killarney residence in Derby, no one
could have imagined what would soon
unfold. What began as a routine transition
quickly became an extraordinary story of
family, intuition, and rediscovered
connection—one that would touch hearts

across Western New York.

Living in the home was another longtime
resident, 74-year-old Cynthia “Cindy” Clark.
Almost immediately, Cindy began telling
staff something that seemed impossible at
first: “That’s my brother.” She repeated it

again and again, certain in a way that

needed no explanation.

At first, staff were unsure what to make of it. The Clark surname is common, and there was
no documented record connecting the two residents. But as the days passed, caregivers
began noticing striking similarities. Teddy and Cindy shared the same pale blue eyes, facial
expressions, mannerisms, and even small habits, like wearing their watches higher up on
their forearms. They walked with their walkers in nearly identical ways. Everything about
them just felt... familiar.

That intuition proved to be right.

After careful research, staff discovered an obituary that listed siblings named Theodore,
Cynthia, and Geraldine. With additional confirmation from surviving family members, it
became clear: Teddy and Cindy were indeed brother and sister—separated for decades by
systems that once placed people with developmental disabilities into large, distant
institutions.

Teddy had spent much of his early life in the former Newark Developmental Center, while
Cindy remained closer to home with family before eventually entering community-based
care. Though their lives ran parallel for years, they had never truly shared adulthood
together—until now.
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A New Chapter Together

Today, Teddy and Cindy share simple, meaningful moments that define what family truly
is: sitting together at the kitchen table for tea, coloring side by side, watching television in
the evenings, and enjoying holiday traditions they never had the chance to experienle
together before. Cindy looks out for Teddy every day, asking staff how he’s doing and
making sure he feels comfortable and included. Teddy, still learning what it means to be a

sibling, follows along quietly—content to be near his sister.
Their connection has brought joy not just to each other, but to everyone in the home.

As one staff member shared, “They may not have grown up together, but they’ll spend
the rest of their lives together—and that’s something incredibly special.”

Sharing the Story with the Community

The reunion of Teddy and Cindy quickly
captured the attention of local media, shining a
compassionate spotlight on the humanity at
the heart of community-based care. Coverage
by The Buffalo News and WGRZ-TV shared
their story with thousands of viewers and
readers, emphasizing not only the emotional
power of their reunion, but also the importance
of dignity, stability, and lifelong connection for
people with developmental disabilities.

WGRZ’s feature brought viewers inside the
Killarney home, offering a rare and honest look

' i at the joy found in everyday moments—
‘Everything about them just so ' moments that are made possible through
similar’: Group home residents learn

ST e e thoughtful, person-centered support. The
they're long-lost siblings )

coverage sparked an outpouring of

encouragement from the community.

Teddy and Cindy’s reunion is more than a heartwarming moment—it reflects
our mission in action.

It speaks to the importance of knowing each person’s story, honoring their voice, and
supporting lives rich with belonging and purpose. It also reminds us how far systems of
care have‘come, and how vital community-based homes are in helping people thrive—not
just survive. In 2025, Teddy and Cindy reminded us that it is never too late to find family, to
be seen, or to come home.



In loving memory of
those we lost in 2025

Mark Andol (Board Member)
Jeffrey Brown
David Carroll o
Robert Arthur Edwards Jr.

Sharon LaMacchia

Thomas Nees

Julia Podkanowicz

Carl Schlitzer

Stephanie Washburn
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